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Data

• What is routine data?

• Primary and secondary care data

• Common routes of access: NHS Digital & NHS Trusts



Neurology I

• Data: Structured data from secondary care - Diagnosis from one consultant 
lead clinic, additional data from the electronic health record & NHS Digital 
open access repositories 

• Question: Are their outliers in referrals from specific GP surgeries?

• Outcome: Yes! Influential factors are other neurology appointments and 
distance to surgery

• Access: IRAS = tough, direct relationship with NHS :)

Prof Hedley Emsley Dr Fran Biggin



Neurology II

• Data: Unstructured data - Clinic letters

• Question: Can we draw accurate clinical codes from clinic letters?

• Outcome: Jury is still out

• Access Notes: NHS TRE - fabulous

Prof Hedley EmsleyProf Vishnu Chandrabalan Dr Aizaan Anwar



Integrated Care

• Data: Structured data from primary and secondary care (Morecambe 
Bay Community Warehouse) & NHS Digital open access repositories

• Question: Does the Morecambe Bay Respiratory Network work?

• Outcome: Decrease in referral rate

• Access Notes: NHS community data warehouse

Dr Kelly Heyes Rachael Mountain



App for Care Home Health Care

• Data: Secondary Care & Care Home Data

• Question: Does an app reduce emergency department attendance?

• Outcome: Yes!

• Access Notes: Durham Uni TRE + direct relationship with trust

Alex GarnerProf Nancy Preston



Mental Health

• Data: LSCFT data and census data

• Questions: Access for the LGBTQ+ users during COVID-19

• Outcome: Mixed results – COVID changes & access by services. Part 
of a larger mixed method study.

• Access notes: IRAS + Research Passport at the trust

Prof Fiona Lobban Hayley Lowther-Payne



Mental Health

• Data: LSCFT data 

• Questions: Patterns of non-attendance for children and young people 
& Predictors of overstay on the wards (MSc projects)

• Outcome: age is a predictor & the type of services used, among 
others

• Access Notes: MSc projects under service evaluation route.

Hayley Lowther-PayneChukwononye Aneke Ellie Johnston Dr Nicola Rennie



Mental Health

• Data: NHS Digital Data

• Questions: Healthcare use, interventions and longer-term outcomes 
in people with co-occurring bipolar and alcohol use disorders

• Outcome: Yet to discover ☺

• Access notes: application to NHS digital and internal REC.

Prof Steve Jones Lauren HalsallDr Laura Goodwin



Palliative care and cancer
• Data: Christie and LSCFT

• Questions: Trajectories of quality of life as a function of various 
cancer treatments & links between mental and physical health care in 
relation to patient outcomes

• Outcome: Yet to discover ☺

• Access notes: close collaboration with Christie, IRAS.

Dr Margaret Sandars Dr Maddy French
Prof Catherine 
Walsche

Dr Amy Gadoud Prof Sarah Brearley



Key Remarks

• Time is required at the start but once foundations laid – access gets 
easier

• Diversity of partners –> diversity of  projects -> diversity of access

• MSc projects – suitable pilot work 

• PhD projects – more substantial with other studies essential to be 
planned in during ethical and governance processes

• Targeted training helps us scaling the support to others – (e.g. via 
CHIC670 on MSc Health Data Science)

• Different relationship with partners – different flexibility (e.g. having 
honorary contract helps along the way)



Regional and National Engagement

• NW sub national NHS Secure Data Environment

• Clinical Practice Research datalink (CPRD)
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