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My First Encounter with This Topic

The Field Museum

Chicago, IL, USA

2021



Old Native American Hall



Native Truths: Our Voices, Our 
Stories (2021)



So what does this have to do with 
data?



Data Sharing: The Case for Collections

Findable

Accessible

Interoperable

Reusable

Collective benefit

Authority to control

Responsibility

Ethics

“The museum has already begun to de-install cases, and when I 

first saw those empty cases it was a huge relief, knowing that 

those pieces are now going to be handled with care.”

Chris Pappan, Kanza Artist



Implementing CARE

"Assessing the FAIR-ness of a data set is typically a technical exercise which can be done 

independently by the researcher to prepare the final data set for reuse. On the other hand, 

the CARE Principles require engagement with people to address the cultural, ethical, legal, 

and social dimensions associated with the intended uses of the dataset" (p. 5).

Russo Caroll, "Operationalizing the CARE principles," 2021.



The Crying Child

•"Digitization has come with critiques of power, 

bias, and legitimacy, since the institutional drive to 

reproduce the excessive scale of the colonial 

project as big data enacts its own forms of 

erasure. ” (p. 294).

•Odumosu, "The Crying Child," 2020.



Digital Preservation Southampton: 
Who We Are

• An enterprise unit housed at the University of Southampton Digital 
Humanities.

• We provide bespoke, flexible digital preservation training, consultancy, 
and data recovery for organisations in all sectors, empowering them to 
safeguard their collections into the future.

• A team of dedicated experts and educators with strong partnerships in 
the sector who aspire to help organisations through low-cost solutions 
to digital preservation challenges, while supporting skills development 
in the field. 



DPS Work: Providing Access to 
Sensitive Digital Cultural Materials



Considerations:

• Issues of connectivity and bandwidth

• Light transfer solutions that do not compromise 

quality

• High price of hot cloud storage

Bespoke infrastructure:

• Gradated access

• Minimal computing



Minimal Computing

"While data reparations must be made, our interest here is (…) the development of present and future 

data sets, documents as data, and methods that promote collaboration and interoperability among

colleagues around the world by not only taking into account uneven distribution of resources but also by

ensuring that control over the production of knowledge is in their hands."

Risam & Gil, "The Questions of Minimal Computing," 2022



Digitising Colonial Ethnographic Photographs

• You've been asked to digitise a series of 

photographs taken by two sister 

anthropologists while travelling in 

Angola and Namibia in the 1930s. 

• The goal is to make these photographs 

available to descendants and other 

users through a browsable, searchable 

repository.

• However, some of these images 

include problematic content, including 

naked bodies, dead people, and 

photographs taken from a colonial 

gaze.

Considerations

• Images are going on the web, 

where they may be flagged for 

content.

• You have the legal right to digitise, 

share, and openly license.

What would you 

do?



Our Approach

• Thinking about responsibility

• Thinking about authority 

• Thinking about collective benefit, so metadata 

online even if images not (indicating 

existence)

• Publishing our thought process alongside the 

data 

https://tinyurl.com/makingafricanconnections

https://tinyurl.com/makingafricanconnections


Toolkit on Opening Up Digital 
Cultural Heritage Collections



Thanks!

Questions? 

LinkedIn: Digital Preservation Southampton

BlueSky: @digipressoton.bskysocial

Mastodon: digipres.club/@digitalpreservationsouthampton

Website: https://www.southampton.ac.uk/research/institutes-centres/digital-
preservation-southampton

https://www.southampton.ac.uk/research/institutes-centres/digital-preservation-southampton

