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transitivity “refers generally to 
how meaning is represented in a 

clause”
“It shows how speakers encode in 
language their mental picture of 

reality”
Paul Simpson, 2003.

“grammatical system of experience”
Halliday and Matthiessen, 2004

““until very recent times no 
literary era has been as conscious 
of what we call “gender” as the 

period we call “the restoration””
Margaret A. Doody, 2004.
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Figure 2.

F
i
g
u
r
e
 
3
.

Figure 4.



Figure 7. Explained: 
-The first PRON is the SENSER, “the conscious being that is perceiving 
reacting or thinking” (Simpson, 1993). The nsubj connected to the main verb. 
-VERBPART VERB– verb phrase is the PROCESS. The dependency parser helps to 
identify the main verb. 
-PRONADJ NOUN– is the PHENOMENON, “that which is perceived reacted to or 
thought about” (Simpson, 1993). 
- 2020, spaCy: Industrial-strength Natural Language Processing in Python. 

Processes of Transitivity 
Paul Simpson

1.Material Proceses 
2.Mental Processes
3.Relational Processes
4.Verbal Processes

Figure 5.

Figure 6.
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Figure 8.

Table 2.

Table 1.

Material He
Actor Man 4
Goal man 1
Neither 0
total 5

Table 3.

Table 4. Table 5.

Table 6. Table 7.

Material She
Actor Woman 2
Goal man 0
Neither 0
total 2

Mental He
Senser Man 7
Senser Other 4
Total 11

Mental She
Senser Woman 8
Senser Other 2
Total 10

Verbalisation He
Sayer Woman 5
Sayer Other 2
Total 7

Verbalisation He
Sayer Woman 5
Sayer Other 2
Total 7

NOTE – There are the same amount 
of concordance lines for ”he” and 
“she” – n = 25.
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